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UM PROFESSOR EARNS SMITHSONIAN H O N O R 
MISSOULA -
University of Montana geology Professor George Stanley has been named a research 
associate of the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of Natural History in Washington, 
D.C.
The honor is awarded to “scientists of distinction who maintain a scholarly affiliation 
with the Smithsonian and its research community.” The research associate appointment is for 
three years.
“I am surprised and elated at this honor,” Stanley said, “and I hope to undertake 
collaborative research with the Smithsonian during the next three years.”
An invertebrate paleontologist and internationally recognized expert on modern and 
ancient coral reefs, Stanley joined the UM faculty in 1982. He has discovered dozens of 
previously unknown species during the course of his research. He also has written and edited 
six books and published more than 100 scientific writings and papers about paleontology and 
geology.
Before coming to UM, Stanley worked as a paleobiologist at the Smithsonian’s Museum 
of Natural History during 1979-81, followed by a one-year Fulbright fellowship to Germany.
The UM professor is on sabbatical this year so that his research can take him to China,
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Germany and Japan. He leaves for China March 10 to work with scientists from Yunnan 
University on the Chengjiang Biota, one of the world’s most important fossil deposits.
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